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Thank you for your interest in our ñFarm Cat 

Health Programò.  We hope to help improve 

the lives of the felines in your life.  This 

program is intended to help reduce the 

population of wild cats running free, whether 

they are truly wild on the farm, or just 

invading your acreage.  Please read the 

details of this information packet to see if 

this program is right for you. 

 

This package includes: 

¶ An examination to make sure they are 

healthy 

¶ Surgery to prevent more kittens (spay for the 

female or neuter for the male) 

¶ Rabies and feline distemper vaccination  if 

they are over 3 months of age 

¶ Treatment for ear mites 

¶ Feline Leukemia testing 

The cost of this package is $350 (plus tax) 

for up to 5 cats.  

(There is no pro-rating if you have less than 5 cats.) 

To make an appointment at our next Farm Cat Health Clinic, please call our office 

to reserve a spot.  Space is limited, so you must call ahead. 605-428-5636 

 

We offer this program at a significantly reduced 

cost because we want to help you:  

¶ Reduce the number of free-roaming and 

un-owned stray or abandoned cats 

¶ Reduce the impact of free-roaming cats 

on the environment 

¶ Improve the quality of life of free-

roaming cats. 

¶ Reduce the number of cats placed in and 

euthanized in the area shelters. 

¶ Increase the chances for shelter cats to 

be placed in homes. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

How to get your cats on the program: 
¶ Read through this entire brochure to 

make sure you understand the policies.  

¶ Call the clinic at 428-5636 to see 

when the next available clinic day will 

be. 

¶ Fill out the surgery authorization form 

at home and bring it with you the day 

of the appointment. 

¶ Make a plan for how you are going to 

capture your wild cats before the 

surgery. (see the Catching Tips page) 

¶ Farm Cats are to be dropped off on the 

evening before the surgery date. 

(LEAVE THE CATS IN YOUR 

VEHICLE UNTIL WE HAVE 

CHECKED YOU IN)  

¶ Please check in at the front desk. Our 

technicians will go through surgery 

check in information with you and 

answer any questions you have. 

¶ All food for adult cats will be removed 

by 8pm on the evening before the 

surgery.  Water will  remain until the 

morning of the surgery.  Small kittens 

will  have canned food until 7 am. All 

animals will be feed after surgery 

recovery. 

¶ Discharge time is in the late afternoon 

of your surgery date. It will be set up 

during your check in time. 

¶ Final payment will be due at your 

discharge time. 

Clinic Policies 

 
All policies are in place to insure the greatest safety for 

the cats while they are in our care.  Please read the 

following information carefully.  You must agree with 

and accept all of the clinic policies before bringing cats 

for surgery.  Our policies are intended to put the catsô 

needs first. 

Minimum weight:   

We want all kittens to be at least 2 pounds for surgeries.  

This reduces the risk of surgery complications and allows 

us to focus our efforts on the big cats that are going to be 

adding to the cat population soon. 

Medical problems:  

We do not provide veterinary care for sick cats during 

this clinic.   This clinic is focusing on keeping healthy 

cats healthy.  If you have concerns that your cat 

population is sick, please call the clinic so we can set up 

an appointment to go over the health concerns and get a 

plan in place to get the cats healthy before they go 

through surgery.  If we find a minor health problem 

during their surgery, we will make a note in their record 

and try to address it, but this is not the time or place for 

extremely sick patients. 

Euthanizing Cats: 

The purpose of this clinic is to keep health cats healthy.  

We do not offer euthanization of unwanted cats during 

this clinic.  However if the examining veterinarian 

believes a cat is suffering, determines that a cat is in very 

poor health, or believes that it is inhumane to return the 

cat to a free-roaming lifestyle, we may contact you about 

euthanizing the cat instead of doing surgery.  Rest 

assured, we do not euthanize any cat that appears to be in 

good health. 
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Dell Rapids, SD 57022 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 
Ear - tips: 
Ear-tipping is mandatory for cats receiving this 

package as a safety measure for the catôs benefit.  A 

small piece is removed from one of the catôs ear-tip in 

order to visibly identify it as an altered free-roaming 

cat to avoid future transport, stress and anesthesia.  

Kittens are ear-tipped proportionally less than an adult.   

 

Appropriate carriers: 

All cats must be brought to the clinic in carriers.  

Small, sturdy plastic carriers with front opening doors 

are preferred.  Cardboard carriers/boxes are not 

accepted.  All of our surgery patients for the day are 

kept in separate carriers in our isolation suite to protect 

our regular patients for any diseases or parasites that 

they might be carrying. 

 

Traps: 

Metal traps are accepted and preferred for wild-

behaving cats.  Two cats are allowed in a trap prior to 

surgery, but we will separate them during recovery.  

See our tips below on how to catch wild cats with a 

trap. 

 

Microchipped Cats 

All cats are scanned for microchips before surgery.  If 

we find a microchip, no further services are performed.  

We will attempt to contact the chip registrant and 

inform him/her how to contact you to best retrieve their 

cat. 

 

Ear mites: 

Because ear mites are a common concern in outdoor 

cats, we treat all cats showing signs of ear mites using 

ivermectin solution topically in the ear.  Please note 

that this use is not approved for cats (because an 

overdose could cause nervous symptom signs.)  This is 

the reason that our patients normally receive 

Revolution, which is labeled for cats, topically instead 

(at a cost of $10 per cat).  If you wish to use Revolution 

instead of ivermectin for an additional cost of $10 per 

cat, please indicate this on the surgery consent form. 

 
Gender Priority: 

 
We will take whatever you can catch for the clinic, 

either male or female.  However, if you have to 

choose at home, try to bring the females. Intact 

males are likely to fight, which can spread diseases 

like Feline infectious viremia (FIV) and cat bite 

abscesses, but the females cause the massive 

population boom when they have 3-4 litters of 

kittens a year.  

 

Pregnancy: 

Spaying pregnant cats does increase the risk of 

surgery complications.  However, in order to help 

you control your cat population, we will make 

every attempt to spay the females that you bring in, 

even if they are pregnant. 

 

Feline Leukemia testing: 

Feline Leukemia is caused by a virus that cats can 

spread to each other when grooming or sharing 

food dishes.  Because many of our farm cats have 

these behaviors, they are at risk for the disease.  We 

test each cat for feline leukemia before their 

surgery so we know if they are actively shedding 

the virus.  While having the feline leukemia virus is 

not a death sentence, it does put your whole 

population at risk for more diseases.  If we find a 

feline leukemia positive cat in your group, we will 

call to discuss options for your whole group. 

 

Vaccinations: 

Rabies is a disease that occurs naturally in our 

wildlife and is fatal in both cats and humans.  For 

this reason, we vaccinate all cats over 3 months of 

age brought in for surgery.  This vaccine lasts for 

one year.   

Feline distemper is a disease that is deadly for cats.  

They are best protected through multiple doses of 

vaccine.  We offer the first dose at surgery, and can 

answer any other questions you have about the 

disease. 
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Tips for Catching your Cats for the Clinic: 

Options for catching your cats: 

¶ �,�I���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���³�W�D�P�H�´�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���S�L�F�N���W�K�H�P���X�S���Z�L�W�K���D���W�R�Z�H�O���D�Q�G���W�K�L�F�N���O�H�D�W�K�H�U���J�O�R�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���S�X�W��
them in a carrier 

¶ If they are wild, you can trap them with a humane live trap.  We recommend a 2 door 

trap because it is easier to catch and release (especially if you get a skunk!) 

o Put a very tasty, smelly food in the trap to lure them in. 

o Putting a blanket or large towel over the trap and covering the floor of the trap 

with a single piece of folded newspaper makes it more appealing to the cat 

o �'�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���W�U�D�S���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\�����E�X�W���G�R���F�K�H�F�N���L�W���H�Y�H�U�\���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�U���V�R������
If you have a cat caught, remove it to a carrier and set the trap again. 

Plan ahead: 

¶ �,�I���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���³�W�D�P�H�´���D�Q�G���D�F�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�G���W�R���H�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��building every day, catching 

cats will be easier.  Set this up in a clear space that you can close all of the doors with 

the cats inside. 

¶ Give yourself time to trap the cats.  Trapping only the night before a clinic may not 

provide sufficient time.  If you trap several days before the clinic, provide clean 

bedding, food and water every day.   

¶ Plan ahead by feeding the cats at the same place and time of day (dusk is ideal) in order 

to get them on a reliable schedule for feeding.  Do this for at least 3 days before you 

plan to catch them.  (So Sunday, Monday and Tuesday night.) 

¶ Stop feeding the cats the day before trapping (so if Surgery is on Saturda�\�����G�R�Q�¶�W feed 

them Wednesday night and trap them on Thursday night so you know how many you 

have by Friday morning. 

¶ Prepare an area to hold the cats before and after surgery.  A garage or other room in the 

barn that is warm and protected is vital.  Spread newspapers on the floor to catch feces, 

urine and food.   If you are keeping them in the trap before surgery, elevate the traps on 

pieces of wood or bricks so the waste can fall through the wire and away from the cats. 

¶ Prepare your vehicle for transport by laying down thick plastic to protect the carpet and 

upholstery. 

¶ If you catch a cat that has very young kittens (less than 6 weeks of age) you are going to 

have to feed those kittens until she has recovered 1-2 days.  It may be best to wait to do 

her surgery for this reason alone. 

Safety first!  �'�R�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���V�F�U�D�W�F�K�H�G���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���F�D�W�F�K���F�D�W�V�������$�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�H�D�U���D���W�K�L�F�N���F�R�D�W���D�Qd leather 

gloves and handle wild cats with a thick towel.  When feeding, open the trap only far enough to 

slip in the dish.  Never try to grab a wild cat, it may lunge/bite or scratch to get away.  A bite or 

scratch should be taken seriously.  Seek medical attention immediately and if possible, do not 

release a cat that has bitten. 
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